ed in future Precautions. 
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: 9 | Have for fome time retired my felf from the 
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Saturday, May 16. 1713. 


terefts of Virtue are fupplanted by common 
- Cuftom,and Regatd for indifferent things.. Thus 


L: is of no finall Concern to me that the In- 


Mode and‘Fathion defend the moft abfurd and 


unjuft Proceedings, atid ‘nd Body is out of Counte- 
nance for doing what every Body pra@ifes, though 


gt the fame tiie there is ‘no one who is not con- 


vinced in his owii Judgment of the Errors in which 
he' goes on-with the’ Multtide. My'Correfpondent, 


_ «who writes me the following Letter, has put together 
-agreat many Points which would::deferve ferious 
 Confideration, as muchas things which at firft Ap- 


pearance bear a weightier Afpe&.. He recites al- 
moft ‘all the little Arts that are ufed in the Wayto 
Matrimony, by the Parents of young Women. 


There is nothing more common than for People, 


who have good- and -worthy' Chara@ers; to run, 
without Refpe& to the Laws of Gratitude, into 


_ the moft exorbitant Dematds: for their Children, 


upon no other Foundation titan that which thould 


incline them to the quite contrary, ‘the unreferved 


Affe&tion of the Lover. I fhall at this time, byin- 
ferting my Correfpondent’s Letter, lay fuch Offen-_ 
ces before all Parents and Daughters refpectively, 
and referve the particular Inftances'to ‘be -confider- 


| NESTOR Eff; 


¢ Town and Bufinef$ to a little Seat, where a 


© pleafant Champian Country, good Roads and. 
healthfal Air tempt: me‘often Abroad, and being a. 
© fingle Man, have contraé&ted more Acquaintance 


than js fuitable.co my Years; or-agreeable to the 


Intentions: of Retirement I brought down with, 
'* me hither. Amiong others, I have.a young Neigh- 
‘4 bour, who, yefterday; imparted to me the Hiftory 
ofan honourable Amour, ‘which has been carried 
- © on a confiderable time with a great deal of Love 


‘-on his ‘fide, and (as he fays he has been made to 
believe) with fomething very unlike Averfion 

(Price Two Pénce.) 


Quam multa injufta ac prava frunt moribus! Ter. 


* but oe to hi 
pentance an 


* on the young Lady's, But fo Matters have been 
* contriv’d, that he could never: get to know ler. 
* Mind throughly: When he was firit acquainted 
* with her, he might be as intimate with her as o- 


ther People ; but fince he firft’declared his-Pafgon, 


* he has never been admitted ‘to ‘wait upon.her, or 
* co fete her, other than in Publick.- If he went to 
‘ her Father’s Houfe, and defired -to vifit her,’ the 
* was either to be Sick, or out of the way, and’no 


© body would come near him in two Hours, and 


then he thould:be received as if he had’ committed 
fome ftrange Offence, If asked her Father's 
‘ leave to.vifit her, thé old Gentleman was inute, 
‘ Jf he put it Negatively, and-asked if he refafedit, 
the Father would anfwer witha Smile, No, 
© don’t fay fo nesther, If they talked of the Fortune, 


he had confidered his Circumftances; and it every 


*. Day diminithed.. If the Settlements ‘came into. 
*: Debate, he had confidered the young ‘Gentleman’s 


Eftate, and. daily encreafed his Bxpe@tations, 


© the Mother was confulted; fhé was ‘mightily for 


the Match,’ but:affe&ed ftrangely to fhewher Cap- 


* ning in perplexing:Matters. It went off feemingly 
* feveral times, ‘but young Néighbour’s ‘Paffian. 


was fuch that it eafily revived ‘tpon‘the leat En-. 


* couragement given: him ; tired‘out with' Wri- 


ting (the only Liberty allowed him) and receiving 
heat length wrote a formal Adiéu; butic wasvery. 


¢ for foon' after he had the Io 
withed-for ttonity of finding her'‘et di- 
Parents. Strack ‘with thé joyfal. 
News,:-in heat .of 'Paffion; ‘refotute’ todo any . 
© thing rattler than feave ter, --down he comes Poft, 


© dire@ly to the Houfe ‘where the was, withoutany 
preparatory Intercefion ‘after: the’ Provocation’ of 


© an, Adiea.. She,‘ia premeditated “Abgeér ro thew . 
‘her Refentment, - refufed ‘to fe hit.” He. 
kind. of fond Frenzy, abfent from: himfelf, and . 
exafperated into Rage > “heartily 
elf, was.all Confufion, Re- 
Submiffion, but in vain; the. Lady 
continued inexorable, and io. the Affairended-in a 
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